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  A letter from the Director: 

 

 

Dear Wadsworth Library Community, 
 
   I am writing this farewell letter with mixed emotions, as 
this is one of the most difficult decisions I have made. It has 
been such a pleasure to serve as the director of Wadsworth 
Library for the past 15 years. Many of you are aware that I 
have multiple sclerosis. Unfortunately, it has become too 
difficult for me to work the hours required for this position 
and I need to retire. As you can imagine, it has been a very 
emotional process for me in making this decision, but in the 
end, I feel that this is the right decision both for myself and 
for the growth of the library. 
 
   I want to thank each and every one of you for supporting 
the library, and for helping to make it thrive. I am honored 
and feel so fortunate to have been given the opportunity to be 
part of the Wadsworth Library Community. I have so many 
wonderful memories of my time as director and am sad to say 
goodbye. Though I will no longer be working at the library, I 
am not leaving Geneseo. You will still see me in the library 
as a patron, not an employee, and most likely in Wegmans.  
 
   Know that my dedication to my position as the director will 
continue as we transition to new leadership and I will work 
part time while the search committee finds my replacement. I 
will leave the library with great confidence in the staff, 
knowing that they are capable of overcoming any hurdles that 
will come up, singularly, and more importantly, together. 
This provides me with a sense of pride and gratitude that is 
indescribable. I am also grateful to the Board of Trustees for 
their support and flexibility during this process, and to 
Friends of Wadsworth Library for all of their financial 
support and dedication to providing great programs for the 
library. 
 
   See you around Geneseo. 
   Fondly, 
   Anna Grace, Library Director 

Board of Trustees Initiates 

Search for New Director 

  President Tom Whitmore has 

convened a search committee 

made up of Library Trustee 

Carolyn Meisel, Treasurer Phil 

Jones, Children’s Librarian Sarah 

Matthews, Friends President 

Colleen Powers, and Pioneer 

Library System Director Lauren 

Moore, as well as Anna Grace 

and himself.  

  The committee’s plan is to hire 

a librarian by mid-January. 

Current Director Anna Grace 

continues to work part-time and 

will transition with the new head 

of the library in the next months. 
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 Tom Whitmore, President, Board of Trustees, Wadsworth Library: 

It has been my pleasure to work closely with Anna Grace during my tenure as president of the Board of 

Trustees of Wadsworth Library. Anna is a highly qualified director and has been an excellent thinking 

partner as we have worked in tandem to make the full resources of the Pioneer Library System (PLS) 

available to our patrons. 

Anna has dedicated herself to leading the library into the 21st century. She has overseen the rollout of 

many technological advances and has worked tirelessly to bring an array of digital devices to the 

public. For many people in our service area, Wadsworth Library is their most reliable access to the 

internet which they can use to improve and enrich their lives... 

...All of the above reflects a small fraction of what Anna means to the Wadsworth Library and its users 

of all ages. She has grown to represent the library as a strong and active leader. (See Whitmore’s full 

comments at the service desk). 

Anna Grace celebrates Wadsworth Library being 

chosen Rochester Regional Library Council’s 2013 

Public Library of the Year. With (L-R) Senior Clerk 

Cindy Costa, Anna, Clerk Susan Sprecher, Children’s 

Librarian Sarah Matthews, and Clerk Rob Taylor. 

"Anna was unequivocally supportive as Joyce Wechsler and I set up the Friends group. She welcomed all 

our ideas and gently steered us toward the more sensible ones.” Meredith Drake  

More Highlights of Anna Grace’s Tenure as 

Library Director— 

 Anna finished automating the library's collection and 

led the library through two additional automation 

upgrades (Winnebago to SirsiDynix to Evergreen!)  

 Anna completed construction of the community 

room and opened it for public use. She worked with 

Friends of Wadsworth Library to add a kitchenette, 

and allocated funds for improving the downstairs 

Story Corner with an area rug, book cart, and soft 

play forms. She also refurbished the Chanler 

Reading Room, adding comfortable seating, tables, 

and lamps 

 Anna secured stable funding support by helping 

Wadsworth Library transition from an Association 

Library to a School District Public Library in 2007 

 Anna obtained grant funds to help pay for several 

major construction projects, including installation of 

an elevator and new flooring 

 Anna purchased badly-needed furniture for the staff 

room, creating more usable space with workstations 

Praises Pour in from the Library Community: Details of 

Anna Grace’s Accomplishments as Director 

It was Anna who worked with the Library Board and a 

graphics designer to choose our current logo.  


